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Our lives are becoming more virtual by the day with email, social networking, internet banking accounts
and digital photo albums and data stored on our PCs, but what of death? Who gets access to those
passwords and usernames? Who can log on as the digital heir? This is why everyone needs a digital will.
This is the document that bequeaths a person’s digital assets to his heirs.

How can this be done? The first step is to create a digital inventory — an index of your “soft” assets.
Second, get your digital signature authenticated. “Then, it won’t take more than a day and a couple of
thousands (of rupees) to have your digital will ready,” says Supreme Court advocate Pavan Duggal, who
specializes in cyber law.

Duggal says a digital will is important because there have been many disputes about digitized data in
recent times. “Most of us never think about making arrangements to name an heir for our digital assets,
and it becomes a Herculean task for legal representatives to get a succession certificate for such data. It
could take years in court.” There have been fights over a dead writer’s manuscript on his PC, a deceased
photojournalist’s digital photo library and a businessman’s financial records in his email account.

Service providers have different policies about passing on digital information after an account holder’s
death. For example, Yahoo! terminates accounts and Google, which manages Gmail (email), Orkut
(social networking) and Picasa (online photo-sharing), gives conditional access to kin.

Google India spokesman Gaurav Bhaskar says, “Account details of a deceased can be passed on only to
someone who furnishes proof of authority under local law that he is the lawful representative of the
deceased, and presents the death certificate and other documents. The process may take up to 30 days.”

But most people, says Mumbai-based cyber behaviour expert Neeta Mehra, don’t want personal stuff
such as email, social networking accounts or blogs to be passed on. “To avoid this, one can use the
services of ‘do-it-yourself account guardian’ websites where one can upload all secret data and opt for
account incinerator services (getting your account deleted in the event of death),” she says. Such websites
need a death certificate and a copy of the obituary. However, they are not governed by any law.
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1. Venkatesh P. Dalwai said, on November 29, 2010 at 18:56

Cyber era has changed the defination of property by practice. But serious doubt about E-mails
being passed on as estate unless created by own web-site or page with service provider. Otherwise
free account holders of many service providers do not own anything and their status will be that of
licencee only. I do not think that any such accounts take shape of estate.
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Planning for Operation Muskan 2 for search of Missing Children with Kolkatta Police at Shakti
Vahini Office... fb.me/4hZ8MCXY 4 days ago

While reaching out to Rural areas of West Bengal to create awareness in Source areas of Human
Trafficking we also... fb.me/71bOoDKUw 4 days ago

And we also are striving to strengthen Law enforcement responses in Western Uttar Pradesh -
Destination areas of... fb.me/5d5xUv0Oxm 4 days ago

Reaching out to Indo Bangladesh Border Areas to Prevent Human trafficking. Street Play in
Progress in Malda (West... fb.me/Hp8j5wSW 4 days ago
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Bengal to make... fb.me/4wPO0577x 4 days ago

Girls from Delhi being Supplied for Bar Girls in Siliguri from Delhi #EndHumantrafficking
#EndSlavery #shaktivahini fb.me/31Ury6xBt 5 days ago
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3 Girls from Delhi Rescued in Siliguri by Shakti Vahini Team #EndHumantrafficking
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Strengthening Law Enforcement Responses to Combat Human trafficking-Police Training
Programme in Karnal... fb.me/742tZBakA 1 week ago

Strengthening Law Enforcement Responses to Combat Human trafficking-Police Training
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Shakti Vahini to Partner with Police Agencies Across India in Operation Smile 11
#EndHumantrafficking #EndSlavery... fb.me/238IIITBS 1 week ago

Shakti Vahini in Siliguri West Bengal #EndHumantrafficking #EndSlavery #shaktivahini
https://t.co/auagMbjmhs fb.me/3WxK70pYC 1 week ago

Shakti Vahini in Siliguri West Bengal #EndHumantrafficking #EndSlavery #shaktivahini
fb.me/4bmqGuly7 1 week ago

Shakti Vahini to Partner with Police Agencies Across India in Operation Smile I1
#EndHumantrafficking... fb.me/3pcyOtrSs 1 week ago

Spurt in Human Trafficking in NE shaktivahini.org/spurt-in-human... https://t.co/BOOPOuy9MI
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Law-making Amid Moral Outrage
Rage of the self-righteous Republic

Leaving a light, Justice Krishna Iyer passes away

Supreme Court sets up social justice bench

Supreme Court Constitutes a Special Bench titled as “Social Justice Bench” for hearing matters
related to Women and Children

A unique blend of Judicial Virtues

Supreme Court has already Clarified that it will not Encourage Prostitution

Father, son and the holy Court

The current accountability deficit

In defence of the collegium

Hanging in balance: No executive interference required
Politically coloured. legally suspect

‘If the judiciary is either equal or in a minority, I fear this Bill will be (legally) vulnerable’

Needed: Dialogue, statesmanship
A case for two commissions
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ARTICLE 14 (Right to Equality) OF THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA

e Sana on Sex on false promise of marriage is rape: Court
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¢ Govt to introduce new tax regime for startups, Arun Jaitley says
e BJP categorises Indians, we don't: Rahul Gandhi
e Watch: Rahul's 'padvatra' from Bandra to Dharavi

e Shami's kin face 'cow slaughter' harassment
e GST will be passed if govt meets our terms: Rahul

e 63 hostages freed from besieged Burkina hotel
e 10 ways to do better than odd-even

¢ Govt working to stop honeytrap cases: Parrikar
e Pathankot attack: India to seek US help

¢ New epidemic among executives: Smartphone OCD
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